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http://www.salesianmissions.org/about-us/our-history

The Salesian Mission Office, under the guidance 
of the Eastern USA and Canadian Salesian

Province, seeks to provide for the material and 
spiritual needs of poor and abandoned 

individuals, especially the young.

The Salesian Missions belong to the order started 
by St. Don Bosco, the Society of St. Francis de 

Sales, commonly referred to as “Salesians.”

http://www.salesianmissions.org/about-us/our-history


In 2007, PEPFAR reported granting the Salesian Missions $56,599 for HIV prevention 
programs.  Page 259 of this report shows that the Salesian Missions were responsible 

for providing information on condom use.

http://www.pepfar.gov/documents/organization/103934.pdf

http://www.pepfar.gov/documents/organization/103934.pdf


http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/Pnado916.pdf

In fiscal year 2009, USAID 
reported that the Salesian

Missions were implementing a 
program called “Life Choices.”  

USAID reports that this program 
teaches how to avoid HIV 

infection by use of condoms.

http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/Pnado916.pdf


http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/files/pdf-documents/lc-annual-report2011.pdf

Page 23 of the Salesian Missions’ 
Life Choices Annual Report for 

2011 indicates that their program 
includes the encouragement of 

condom use.

http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/files/pdf-documents/lc-annual-report2011.pdf


The Salesian Mission website verifies 
the implementation of the “Life 
Choices” program, focusing on 

reducing teen pregnancy, HIV/AIDS, 
substance abuse and violence.

http://www.salesianmissions.org/our-work/country/south-africa

http://www.salesianmissions.org/our-work/country/south-africa


http://www.salesianmissions.org/about
-us/office-international-programs

The Salesian Mission 
indicates that, with funding 
from USAID, it has exposed 
375,000 to the Life Choices 

program.

http://www.salesianmissions.org/about-us/office-international-programs


The Salesian Missions’ Life 
Choices website in South 

Africa provides several 
manuals produced by the 

Salesians and various 
government agencies.  

For the sake of brevity, this 
report will examine just two; 

“Dream 2 Be Manual for Peer-
Educators, Grade 9,” and 

“Youth Friendly HIV Counseling 
& Testing.”

http://www.lifechoices.co.za/resources#youth-hiv

http://www.lifechoices.co.za/resources#youth-hiv


http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/LIFE-CHOICES-HTC-MANUAL-EMAIL1.pdf

The information on the following pages will come 
directly from the Life Choices, “Youth Friendly HIV 

Counseling & Testing” manual.  In this 65 page manual, 
the word “condom” is mentioned 71 times, and always 

in promotion of condom use. 

http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/LIFE-CHOICES-HTC-MANUAL-EMAIL1.pdf


Page 9 makes the intention of the manual clear 
with regard to the promotion of condoms, 

saying that “it is crucial that counselors change 
the stigma around condom use.”



Page 36 calls on teens to “condomise,” which means to use 
a condom every time they have sex, including “anal, oral, 
vaginal, male-to-male, and female-to-female.”  Note the 

word “choice” on the pictures of condoms.

On the same page, a note says they encourage 
youth to use condoms, “not based on moral 
reasoning,” but “purely good sense.”  It also 

encourages dental dams for oral sex and finger 
condoms for mutual masturbation.



Page 37 explains that the Life Choices program 
includes condom demonstrations.  The note 

goes so far as to instruct counsellors to inform 
teens where they can obtain condoms.

There are many other references to condom 
use in this manual, but these examples suffice 
to show an immoral encouragement coming 

from a religious order.



http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/DREAM2B_MANUAL-_PEER_EDUCATORS_3-1.pdf

The information on the following pages will come directly 
from the Life Choices, “Dream 2 Be” manual for 9th grade 

peer-educators.  In this manual, not only are condoms 
advocated for, but so also are abortifacient birth control 

pills, injectables, and the morning after pill. 

http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/DREAM2B_MANUAL-_PEER_EDUCATORS_3-1.pdf


Page 13 tells 9th grade kids that they should 
avoid sex if they’ve been drinking alcohol or 

abusing drugs because it’s easier to negotiate 
condom use when sober.



On page 16 is an extremely dangerous 
role-playing exercise where a 9th grade 
boy is paired with a 9th grade girl, and 

the two are supposed to have a 
discussion on whether or not to have 

sex, specifically stating that they should 
NOT discuss the morality of having sex.

The danger in an exercise 
like this is that strong 

adolescent emotions will 
be evoked by this kind of 

role-play, potentially 
engaging immoral thoughts 
and out-of-class curiosity.



On page 17, boys are encouraged to masturbate 
in order to satisfy sexual urges, and then to use 

condoms if they choose to have sex.



On page 18, in a 
discussion about 

HIV/AIDS, is a near 
pornographic image 
and young teens are 
told to “use condoms 

at all times.”

There are many other serious problems with this 
manual, but these examples suffice to show the 

gravely immoral nature of this program.



Page 19 tells young adolescents that 
they should wait to have sex until “they 
are ready.”  It also encourages them to 

use contraception along with a 
condom, tells them where they can get 
condoms and contraception, and even 

suggests obtaining abortifacient 
“emergency contraception” if they ever 

have “unprotected” sex.  On the next 
page are phone numbers indicating 

where to obtain contraceptives, 
including emergency contraception.



http://www.lifechoices.co.za/news/youth-newsletters

The Life Choices program of the 
Salesian Missions publishes a 

newsletter, distributing about 15,000 
copies to targeted schools.

Following the lead of the Life Choices 
manuals we just examined, several of 

these newsletters include STRONG 
support for contraception, including 

abortifacients.

http://www.lifechoices.co.za/news/youth-newsletters


http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/fi
les/pdf-documents/youth-newsletter-1.pdf

Life Choices’ youth newsletter #1 
includes a flow-chart illustrating 
that using a condom can help to 

avoid contracting HIV/AIDS.

http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/files/pdf-documents/youth-newsletter-1.pdf


http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/files/pdf-documents/youth-newsletter-3.pdf

Newsletter #3 warns that “unprotected sex” or 
sex without a condom, increases the risk of 

contracting HIV/AIDS.

http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/files/pdf-documents/youth-newsletter-3.pdf


http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/files/
pdf-documents/youth-newsletter-41.pdf

Youth Newsletter #4 has an entire 
article devoted to encouraging the 
use of all forms of contraception, 

including abortifacients.

http://www.lifechoices.co.za/sites/default/files/pdf-documents/youth-newsletter-41.pdf


Conclusion

The project of the Salesian Missions called “Life Choices” is clearly not in line with Catholic moral teaching, however this report illustrates an even greater 
issue that merits further attention.  It should be noted that the Life Choices program being implemented by the Salesians was only made possible through 
the donations from and partnerships with the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), and the Global Fund.  

This isn’t the first time Catholic moral teaching has been compromised by Catholic aid agencies after receiving funds from organizations that promote 
contraception and abortion.  Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has been caught time and again implementing programs against Catholic moral teaching through 
the funding of such organizations.  After receiving funds from PEPFAR, CRS implemented a condom-promoting video series and a contraception-promoting 
curriculum in Kenya.  In Rwanda, CRS tested a Planned Parenthood-style sex education program with funding from USAID.  The problem is obvious: Funding 
from agencies intent on spreading immoral behaviors always come with a cost.

At this time, it is clearly not safe to contribute funds to the Salesian Missions until they divorce themselves from government and immoral organizations.  This 
report serves as further evidence that the mandate of Pope Benedict XVI in his 2012 motu proprio, On the Service of Charity, MUST be obeyed.  Pope 
Benedict said that the “Bishop is to ensure that charitable agencies dependent upon him do not receive financial support from groups or institutions that 
pursue ends contrary to Church’s teaching.”  Let us pray that Catholic aid agencies follow this mandate, providing for authentic charitable works that pew-
sitting Catholics can be proud to fund.

This report has been sent to both the Salesian Order and the Salesian Missions prior to publication, and no response was received.

http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/crs-implemented-condom-promoting-video-series/
http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/crs-pepfar-cover/
http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/crs-changing-body/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/motu_proprio/documents/hf_ben-xvi_motu-proprio_20121111_caritas.html
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For more information on Catholic organizations that are promoting the Culture of Death, visit our website:
www.LepantoInstitute.org

Research like this takes many hours and resources.  Please consider making a donation to help us continue our work.

Lepanto Institute
PO Box 269
Partlow, VA 22534

540-847-5501

http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/

