
Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition 
(NWBCCC)  

http://www.northwestbronx.org/  
 

CCHD Grant: $25,000 

The Problem: 
•  NWBCCC runs a youth program called Sistas and Brothas United whose web presence shows support for 
homosexuality and Marxism. 
•  NWBCCC is an affiliate of National People’s Action. 

•  NPA signed a letter to Congress and President Obama urging them to “stand against any effort to 
defund Planned Parenthood.” 

•  Its president is publicly in support of homosexual rights. 

The Response: 
 After contacting the local diocese with initial findings in July, American Life League received a letter dated 31 July 
2012.  In the letter, Monsignor Kevil Sullivan said: 
 

“After the most recent review of their CCHD grant request, prior to your letter, the NWBCC was not 
recommended for funding, and will not be receiving money from the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development.” 
 

American Life League has taken this to mean that NWBCCC did receive its full grant for the 2011-2012 grant cycle, 
but as the new grant request for the 2012-2013 grant cycle was being reviewed, the Archdiocese of New York 
denied the application and has barred it from future funding. 

http://www.northwestbronx.org/


http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/upload/2011-2012-CCHD-Grantee-List.pdf  
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http://www.sacbee.com/2012/03/08/4320550/sacramento-catholic-diocese-drops.html#storylink=cpy  

The following information on the leadership of NWBCCC is included in this report because in January of 2012, 
Bishop Jamie Soto, Chairman of the CCHD, defunded an organization called Francis House as a direct result of its 
executive director’s support for abortion and same-sex “marriage.”  Even though the executive director claimed 

that she never gave support for these things in her capacity as the leader of Francis House, Bishop Soto saw fit to 
defund the organization anyway.  This slide contains the pertinent aspects of the story. 

Sacramento Catholic Diocese drops funds over nonprofit director's views 

The Catholic Diocese of Sacramento no longer will fund programs at Francis House, a nonprofit agency that 
serves homeless people, because of its new director's views supporting abortion rights and gay marriage. 
 
In a letter last month, the diocese's director of social services said the Rev. Faith Whitmore's public statements 
on the issues clash with the teachings of the Catholic Church. Therefore, said the Rev. Michael Kiernan, the 
social services director, it is "impossible for the diocese to continue funding Francis House" as part of its 
annual Catholic Appeal. 

Within her own denomination, she has been a strong advocate of same-sex marriage. In 2008, during a short 
period in which gay marriage was legal in California, Whitmore openly defied church law by marrying same-
sex couples. She has said publicly that she supports a woman's right to obtain an abortion. 

"I have never represented any of those positions on behalf of Francis House," said Whitmore, formerly the 
senior pastor at St. Mark's United Methodist Church. "I was speaking as an individual. So for me, this came out 
of the blue.” 

Bishop Jaime Soto approved of the decision to stop funding Francis House, said Eckery. 
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http://www.northwestbronx.org/board.html  

Desiree Pilgrim-Hunter is the 
president of NWBCCC. 

http://www.northwestbronx.org/board.html


http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/16/community-advocate-to-challenge-espada/  

In 2010, Desiree Pilgrim-
Hunter ran for state senate. 
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http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs084/1103025183562/archive/1103437990188.html  

During her campaign, Desiree Pilgrim-
Hunter declared her commitment to  

openly-practiced homosexuality. 

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs084/1103025183562/archive/1103437990188.html


http://www.northwestbronx.org/staff.html  

NWBCCC runs a youth program called Sistas and Brothas United, which is 
organized by Shaun Lin. 

http://www.northwestbronx.org/staff.html


https://groups.google.com/forum/?fromgroups#!topic/sistasandbrothasunited/0Wq6rsPDcP8  

The Sistas and Brothas Google Group, which 
is run by Shaun Lin, consists of e-mails sent 
out to its members.  These emails give full 
support for homosexuality and Marxism. 

https://groups.google.com/forum/?fromgroups


https://groups.google.com/forum/?fromgroups#!topic/sistasandbrothasunited/XB40Ii97mPA  

This email comes from the link on the previous page.  In this e-
mail, Lin calls the repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell “huge,” and 

promotes an audio version of the Communist Manifesto 

Calling himself “Chairman Meow,” 
Lin expressed excitement over the 

revolutions taking place in the 
Middle East, calling for the same 
style of revolution in New York. 

https://groups.google.com/forum/?fromgroups


http://www.leftforum.org/participant/speaker-shaun-lin  

Shaun Lin represented the NWBCCC at the Marxist Left Forum. 
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The Left Forum is a purely Socialist event, created by Marxists with the intent of 
“cross-fertilizing” progressive movements for a “stronger left.”   

http://www.leftforum.org/about  

http://www.leftforum.org/about/history  

Note: 
Marx in Soho, written in 1999 by Howard Zinn, is a one-man play on the life of Karl Marx.  Zinn stated that he wrote 
to play to "show Marx as few people knew him, as a family man, struggling to support his wife and children." 11 

http://www.leftforum.org/about
http://www.leftforum.org/about/history


The Left Forum presented a platform for 
a host of speakers supporting abortion, 

homosexuality, and Marxism. 
 

*The following list is NOT exhaustive. 

“Jasmine Burnett is an 
activist and consultant on 

sexual health, reproductive 
justice and LGBT issues.” 

“Dorothy Geller … has argued that 
women’s reproductive power is the 

first most basic form of labor 
harnessed in the early stages of 

capitalism.” 

“Rosalins Petchesky’s … books include 
‘Abortion and Women’s Choice’ (1990), 

‘Negotiating Reproductive Rights’ (1998) 
… ‘Sexuality, Health and Human Rights” 

http://leftforum.org/files/left-forum-2011-Program-Guide-web.pdf  
12 
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“Dana Schonberg … is currently a 
Reproductive Health Fellow at Montfiore.  
Her areas of expertise include efforts to 

ensure access to contraception and abortion 
services in primary care. 

“Amber Lynne Hollibaugh is Executive 
Director of Queers for Economic 

Justice, a former senior strategist with 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task 

Force.” 

“David McReynolds … was the first 
openly gay man to run for president of 
the United States on the Socialist Patry 

ticket in 1980.” 

“Zahara Raine is the National Community 
Educator for Lambda Legal … committed to 

achieving full recognition of the civil rights of 
lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgender 

people” 13 



“Michael Storm … inspired by the energy of 
the Bronx, mentors the Gay-Straight Alliance 
at a Bronx high school.  Michael is interested 
in LGBTQ identity and resistance, liberating 
sexuality, feminism, and critical pedagogy 

and education.” 

“Monica Adams is a Black-
gay-working class-gender-
non-conforming womyn” 

“Martin Duberman is the 
founder of Center for Lesbian 

and Gat Studies at CUNY 
Graduate School.” 

“Ariane Fischer is an Assistant 
Professor … teaching and research 

Marxist-feminist theory.” 
14 



“Harrison Fluss is a PhD candidate in 
philosophy currently working on … Marxist 
philosophy, with a particular emphasis on 

Western Marxism, Russian and Soviet 
philosophy, Freudo-Marxism, and so-called 

post-Marxism.” 

“Carlos Frade teaches sociology at the 
University of Salford.  His primary 

focus is on social and political 
philosophy, particularly Marxian and 

Weberian approaches” 

“Rusty Gilbert … organizes classes in 
Social History/Theory at the Brecht 
Forum/New York Marxist School.” 

“Tim Hall’s main areas of interest are 
Marxism … He has interests in state 

theory and international ethics and is 
currently researching Marxist state 

theory” 15 



“David Harvey … has been 
teaching Marx’s Capital for 

nearly 40 years. 

“Stephen Healy … is on the 
editorial board of Rethinking 

Marxism” 

“Charles Herr … has a lifelong interest in the 
work of Erich Fromm especially from Fromm’s 

project of integrating and amplifying the 
insights of Marx and Freud … He is a member 

of the Socialist Party, USA.” 

“Gary Hicks … is currently a 
Research Fellow at the Niebly-

Proctor Marxist Library.” 
16 



The Review and Renewal of the Campaign for Human Development specifically states that “CCHD will 
not fund groups that are members of coalitions which have as their organizational purpose or 
coalition agenda, positions or actions that contradict fundamental Catholic moral and social 

teaching.”  The following coalition memberships in this report are clear violations of this guideline. 

http://www.usccb.org/upload/review-renewal-catholic-campaign-human-development-nov2010.pdf  
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http://www.votehealthcare.org/whos-on-board.aspx  

NWBCCC signed “on board” with VoteHealthcare.org. 
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VoteHealthcare.org praised 
contraceptive coverage under 

the Affordable Care Act, 
calling family planning 

services “critical.”  

http://www.votehealthcare.org/Article.aspx?ID=32  
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http://npa-us.org/npa-network  

NWBCCC is an affiliate of 
National People’s Action. 
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http://www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/userletter/?id=4040&letter_id=6422033981  

NPAN signed this letter to Congress and President Obama urging 
them to “stand against any effort to defund Planned Parenthood.”  

21 
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NPA itself is on FIRM’s 
“Immigrant Organizing 

Committee”. 

http://fairimmigration.org/who-we-are/  
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http://fairimmigration.org/2010/03/02/standing-firm-for-all-families-firm-calls-for-lgbt-inclusion/  

In 2010, as a member of FIRM, the Gamaliel 
Foundation added its voice to FIRM’s call for 

LGBT inclusion in immigration reform. 

Standing FIRM for All Families: FIRM calls for LGBT inclusion 
Posted on March 2, 2010 by rachelfirm | 2 Comments  

Today, the Fair Immigration Reform Movement, a coalition of grassroots 
organizations, released the following statement calling for LGBT inclusion in 
comprehensive immigration reform: 
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FIRM Statement on Uniting American Families Act (UAFA) 

 
We are moved by stories of bi-national couples who are fighting to keep their families together amidst a broken immigration 

system.  Thousands of bi-national couples who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) are at risk of separation.  With no 

clear pathway towards legalization nor federal recognition of same-sex couples, these couples live constantly in a state of fear or exile. 

 

We believe that keeping families together should be an integral part of comprehensive immigration reform.   We believe that we 

strengthen our communities and our nation when we support the right of all families to stay together, including LGBT families. 

 

This is why we support the Uniting American Families Act (UAFA).  UAFA would add the term “permanent partner” to those sections of 

the Immigration and Naturalization Act that apply to legally married couples.  Under UAFA, a “permanent partner” is an adult who is in a 

committed, intimate relationship with another adult in “which both parties intend a lifelong commitment.”  This legislation would afford 

equal immigration benefits to permanent partnerships as exist for married heterosexuals. 

 

While we believe that comprehensive immigration reform will benefit lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) immigrants, we 

recognize that the intersection of migration, sexuality and gender expression impact LGBT immigrants in disparate ways.   Issues of 

detention, deportation and asylum are not only issues of dignity for LGBT immigrants, but often also issues of safety.  We must remember 

these experiences in the struggle for immigration reform. 

 

We need solidarity across movements in order to build the power necessary to achieve justice for all our communities.  Such solidarity 

means that we recognize the multiple ways that people across lines of race, class, gender, sexuality, and ability experience 

immigration.  We must work to build strategic relationships that lift up the most vulnerable among us in the struggle for just and humane 

immigration reform.  This includes the lives and experiences of LGBT immigrants. 

 

Marissa Graciosa, director of FIRM, says: 

 

“There is power in our diversity, but we must honor that diversity.  And it starts with keeping all families from all backgrounds 

together.  This is why we support the Uniting American Families Act.” 

This statement from FIRM makes abundantly 
clear the intention of the entire organization, 

and its members, to include homosexual 
activism in immigration reform. 


