
 

Faith in San Joachin  

Faith in the Valley of San Joaquin County is a grantee of the USCCB’s Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development (CCHD), having received a total of $120,000 since 2015.  Their most 

recent grant for the year 2020-2021 was for $25,000, according to the list published by the 

CCHD.

 
Faith in San Joaquin (also called Faith in the Valley) is an organization based in California which 

serves as an umbrella for five regional organizations, including the one in San Joaquin. The 

organization’s stated goal, according to its website, is to improve quality of life in the Central 

Valley of California through providing “access to good jobs, clean air, clean water, alternatives 

to incarceration and safe neighborhoods.” Faith in San Joaquin is specifically devoted to 

reduction of violence and alternatives to incarceration. 

However, Faith in the Valley has promoted LGBTQ+ ideologies and is a member of the coalition 

Faith in Action, which openly vowed to fight for abortion as a "right," and is also a member of 

LiveFree, a project of Faith in Action that advocates abortion, violence, and transgenderism. 

Faith in the Valley and Faith in Action 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/CCHD-Grantees-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/CCHD-Grantees-2020-2021.pdf
https://faithinthevalley.org/


Faith in Action clearly identifies Faith in the Valley as a federated member of the overall 

organization.

 
The CCHD absolutely forbids organizations from membership in organizations acting against 

Catholic teaching.  In an FAQ on the USCCB website, the CCHD directly answers the question 

about whether grantees may be members of coalitions that oppose Catholic teachings.  In answer, 

the CCHD firmly stated, "CCHD will not fund groups that are knowingly members of coalitions 

that have as part of their organizational purpose or coalition agenda, positions or actions that 

contradict fundamental Catholic moral and social teaching."

https://faithinaction.org/the-network/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cchd-frequently-asked-questions#tab--what-about-participation-in-coalitions-for-a-good-purpose-like-better-wages-or-housing-that-include-groups-acting-against-catholic-values-on-other-issues


 
Given this, it is impossible for Faith in the Valley/Faith in San Joachim to maintain its affiliation 

with Faith in Action and receive CCHD grants. 

Faith in Action is a coalition of 49 members, many of whom receive funding from the CCHD. 

Faith in Action itself received $500,000 in 2016 from the CCHD, when it was called the PICO 

Network.  However, Faith in Action publicly supports abortion, its leaders openly slammed the 

overturn of Roe v. Wade, and FIA participated in electioneering activities in support of President 

Joe Biden and other Democratic candidates. The organization also supports LGBTQ+ ideologies. 

All of the pertinent information regarding Faith in Action on the whole is contained in the fully 

detailed report on FIA (see here), but the most important point is this: 

On the day of the Supreme Court’s ruling on the Dobbs v. Jackson case which overturned Roe v. 

Wade, Faith in Action took a formal position condemning the ruling, while vowing to “stand 

with women” calling it “oppression” to deny a woman the right to murder her child through 

abortion. 

In an official press release, published on Faith in Action’s website, Faith in Action said: 

“Clergy and organizers with Faith in Action, the largest grassroots, faith-based organizing 

network in the United States, are speaking out against today’s Supreme Court decision to 

overturn Roe v. Wade, following a leak of the Supreme Court opinion.” 

FIA’s executive director Rev. Alvin Herring called the decision, “a huge blow to women in this 

season of despair,” and declared that ”[w]e must speak out against dangerous policies that chip 

away at having agency over their own bodies.” 

Rev. Dr. Cassandra Gould, FIA’s Senior Strategist at FIA’s Washington, DC office, claimed that 

the “SCOTUS decision to overturn ROE” was “legalized, judicially enforced oppression” that 

“shows contempt for the Creator.” 

http://lepantoin.org/fia/
https://lepantoin.org/biden-endorsing-network-funded-by-catholic-bishops-pushes-abortion-transgenderism-and-anti-semitism/
https://lepantoin.org/biden-endorsing-network-funded-by-catholic-bishops-pushes-abortion-transgenderism-and-anti-semitism/
http://lepantoin.org/fia/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220625113242/https:/www.faithinaction.org/news/faith-leaders-stand-with-women-after-scotus-decision-demand-expanded-access-to-maternal-health-care/


Rev. Kamilah Hall Sharp, member of FIA’s Organizing Clergy Board, said that the decision to 

overturn Roe v. Wade was “deadly,” and that she was “enraged at the injustice, the lack of care 

for women and that most people who voted to take this right away will never have to carry an 

unwanted pregnancy to term in their bodies.”  She then had the audacity to claim that “As a 

follower of Jesus,” her rage about the overturning of Roe “aligns with [H]is.” 



This is the entire statement as it appeared on the Faith in Action website:



 



Faith in the Valley promotes LGBTQ+ ideologies 

But it isn't just Faith in San Joaquín's affiliation with Faith in Action that is a problem.  Under 

the name "Faith in the Valley," Faith in San Joaquin has on numerous occasions shown clear and 

publicly promoted homosexual and transgender ideologies. On May 14, 2021, Faith in the Valley 

hosted a talk with the Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi about his experience as a pastor, specifically 

his experiences regarding “racial, sexual, and gender justice.” In this video, Rev. Biasell openly 

expresses his opinion that same-sex unions are “holy matrimony” and even “a sacrament.” (see 

video in link, this discussion takes place around the 30-minute mark) Rev. Biasell in the 

interview also mentioned that he is a board member of Faith in the Valley. (55:28)

 
On March 26, 2020, Faith in the Valley reposted pro-LGBTQ+ content originally posted by the 

San Joaquin Pride Center, an organization dedicated to LGBTQ+ rights and advocacy. The post 

referenced the 2020 census and encouraged LGBTQ+ individuals to “be seen, be heard, be 

counted.” Faith in the Valley wrote, “Love your flyer San Joaquin Pride Center” and used the 

hashtags #WeCount and #SJPrideCounts, showing clear support of LGBTQ+ rights. 

https://www.facebook.com/FaithInValley/videos/596837834614843
https://www.facebook.com/faithinsanjoaquin/posts/10157131804269562
https://www.facebook.com/FaithInValley/videos/596837834614843


 
On September 24, 2021, Faith in the Valley advertised and hosted an online meeting to educate 

LGBTQ+ individuals on their rights in the workplace, including “what you can do about sexual 

orientation and gender identity discrimination and harassment.”

https://www.facebook.com/faithinsanjoaquin/posts/10158393235149562


 
Faith in the Valley hosted the event, but it included members of the San Joaquin Pride Center 

and Legal Aid at Work, a nonprofit dedicated to providing legal counsel on a variety of issues, 

including “gender equity and LGBTQ+ rights.” One of the speakers self-identified as queer, and 

the participants from Legal Aid at Work introduced themselves with their “preferred pronouns.” 

(insert embedded video) The meeting supported California law surrounding so-called 

“harassment” on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity, harassment which includes 

the use of “incorrect pronouns” (around the 16-minute mark). The speaker informed viewers of 

their right to choose their pronouns, use “gender-affirming” restrooms and locker rooms, and 

wear “gender-affirming” clothing (around 18 minutes).

https://legalaidatwork.org/


 
On August 18 and August 27, 2021, Faith in the Valley again hosted online meetings about 

workers’ rights, partnering with Legal Aid at Work. Although these meetings had a wider focus, 

including numerous workplace issues, they were also explicitly pro-LGBTQ+. One of the 

speakers from Legal Aid at Work described herself as a “proud member of the gender equity and 

https://www.facebook.com/faithinsanjoaquin/videos/163891045852159/
https://www.facebook.com/faithinsanjoaquin/videos/1803150076560396/
https://www.facebook.com/events/563459578231967/?post_id=565288204715771&view=permalink


LGBT rights” team and another proclaimed herself a member of the LGBT community.

 

 
Faith in the Valley also posted a video on May 28, 2020 featuring Ben McBride, Executive 

Director of PICO Network. The video contains numerous problematic ideas, including anti-

Semitism, abortion, the abolition of police, and the promotion of violence. Here is a condensed 

version: 

[embedyt] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf5IKd3y-r4[/embedyt] 

Faith in the Valley’s connection with Live Free 

https://www.facebook.com/faithinsanjoaquin/posts/10157350046339562
https://www.facebook.com/faithinsanjoaquin/videos/163891045852159/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=1803150076560396


Faith in the Valley is a member of Live Free, a national campaign aiming to reduce gun violence, 

stop mass incarceration, and promote racial equality in the criminal system. 

However, Live Free explicitly supports ideologies in contradiction with Catholic teaching. On 

August 18, 2020, Live Free posted a video by In Action celebrating the ratification of the 

Nineteenth Amendment, which granted the right of female suffrage. The video was a vehicle for 

promoting third-wave feminism, including the slogan, “my body, my choice.”

https://livefreeusa.org/
https://twitter.com/LiveFreeUS/status/1295751532860841984


 



On June 24, 2022, Live Free posted content related to the overturn of Roe v. Wade which upheld 

abortion as a “fundamental right.”

 
Another post, originally released by the Washington Post, celebrated Roe v. Wade for protecting 

“the right to abortion.”

 
Live Free is led by Executive Director Michael McBride, a radical supporter of abortion who 

vehemently attacked pro-life advocates in the wake of the Dobbs case. In a post found on his 

personal Facebook account and the Live Free account, he characterized resistance to Roe v. 

Wade as “cowardice masquerading as moral courage.” He criticized Republican pro-life policy 

and attacked Democrats for not strenuously opposing “these wicked conservative and trumpian 

forces.” He went on to quote David Barnhart, a Methodist pastor, as saying that the unborn are 

simply a convenient prop for virtue-signaling and that advocating for the unborn leads to 

ignoring all other marginalized groups.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1700734876929866
https://www.facebook.com/LiveFreeUSA/posts/pfbid02LyRB31cC1K1EfvoXBUSWWBuVtsZRdsGdVXErbuAHJuqdUvBgZBYy4tcwvya8H9A6l
https://www.facebook.com/pastormikemcbride/posts/pfbid0JYRoJb9JurzuDnvkLTTs3bVeCm58u26oDg7Tud8vdML7SZaxe1cj81BRFfg3r2Cql
https://www.facebook.com/pastormikemcbride/posts/pfbid0JYRoJb9JurzuDnvkLTTs3bVeCm58u26oDg7Tud8vdML7SZaxe1cj81BRFfg3r2Cql
https://www.facebook.com/LiveFreeUSA/posts/pfbid02UW9asUnvZC3JyqbfkCZhj1EiC7xai5Fq6AiQge343ywFxPbqYU4xk1CTAXjZs2C3l


 
On July 1, McBride said in a post about Paul Weyrich, creator of the Moral Majority, that Dobbs 

v. Jackson “killed the constitutional right American women had to make their own decisions 

about abortion.” 

https://www.facebook.com/pastormikemcbride/posts/pfbid0k7q3wRi4xYbgiWpcsGE1UGFRp78pDMmJpJDrecjoa2iLjLAe2w7NjVf3QaRxT39Pl


 
On July 2, McBride shared posts about a childhood pregnancy resulting from rape and an ectopic 

pregnancy which ended fatally for the mother, using the posts to advance an alarmist claim that 

the overturn of Roe v. Wade would lead to increased deaths from pregnancy and mental harm to 

young pregnant women. 

https://www.facebook.com/pastormikemcbride/posts/pfbid0xScJPtT18rVuAcyak5nfEZjPjZbaTdkfjp5Qwv1zgLhKtWZiee2LPLngPBJmQ5t4l


 
McBride also shared numerous posts celebrating Roe v. Wade’s establishment of “the right to 

privacy”, reaffirming decisions legalizing contraception, and paving the way for later decisions 

legalizing same-sex unions. McBride is clearly supportive of both contraceptive and LGBTQ+ 

agendas, and so is Live Free. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=458724572920933&set=a.262435409216518






 
On March 10, 2021, Live Free released a post celebrating Layshia Clarendon, a “black, gay, 

female, non-cisgender, and Christian” athlete.

https://twitter.com/LiveFreeUS/status/1369669212164169731


 
On June 2, 2021, a “Happy Pride Month” post appeared on Live Free’s social media with the 

caption “To all of our LGBTQ+ loved ones, families, and friends you are loved. To the visible 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=4287785167900376


and non visible, we support you and stand in solidarity with you. We hope we can be a safe place 

for everyone. #Peace, #Love, and #Equality!”

 
On February 21, 2022, Live Free created a Facebook post which advanced the slogan “Live Free 

from Transphobia.”

 
For more instances of Live Free’s problematic stances, you can access a previous Lepanto 

Institute article at this link. 

https://www.facebook.com/LiveFreeUSA/photos/5154120357933515/
https://lepantoin.org/biden-endorsing-network-funded-by-catholic-bishops-pushes-abortion-transgenderism-and-anti-semitism/


Faith in the Valley is a member of PICO California 

PICO California lists its federation members on its website, and that list includes Faith in the 

Valley San Joachin. 

 
And as a member of PICO California, Faith in the Valley is directly involved in the promotion of 

abortion.  On October 11, 2022, PICO California posted about "reproductive freedom" being a 

high priority reason for voting, saying: 

"When voters like us turn out in every election, we are able to get our elected leaders to listen 

and care for us. At every level of the ballot, we can push them to do better on: 

Reproductive freedom" 

https://www.picocalifornia.org/our-federation
https://www.picocalifornia.org/our-federation
https://www.facebook.com/PICOCalifornia/posts/pfbid02GGHzX21N9BfKEbjHf4kfWhYsihJAct9h5kAFUpc7JyUh6PCvAZQzJHTXwfjUZWZdl


 
On September 21,2022, PICO California invited people to "march or rally for reproductive 

rights" meaning abortion. 

 

Conclusion 

Clearly, Faith in the Valley’s problematic support of LGBTQ+ issues, combined with their 

partnerships with pro-abortion, pro-LGBTQ+ organizations like Faith in Action, Live Free, and 

PICO California makes them unworthy of receiving funding from the CCHD, even according to 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=821003812324808


the fund’s own guidelines. Their radical opposition to the teachings of the Church cannot be 

ignored or condoned. 

 


